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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of the Clio Area Five Year Parks and Recreation Plan 2024-2028 is to set the direction for the future 

acquisition, development and renovation of park facilities and the provision of recreational opportunities in the 

City of Clio, the Clio Area School District, and the townships of Thetford and Vienna consistent with the Michigan 

Department of Natural Resources’ Guidelines for the Development of Community Park, Recreation, Open Space 

and Greenway Plans.   

This Plan was developed by the Clio Area Parks and Recreation Board which was established in 1989 by adoption 

of a resolution by each of the governing bodies of the City of Clio, the Clio Area School District and the townships 

of Thetford and Vienna. 
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COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION 

Location 

The Clio Area Parks and Recreation Board represents an area located in the northern portion of Genesee County 

encompassing the City of Clio and the townships of Thetford and Vienna and highlighted below in Exhibit 1; an 

area approximating 70.92 square miles with a population of 22,439 people. 

 

Exhibit 1:  The City of Clio and the townships of Thetford and Vienna, 

Genesee County, Michigan 
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This area is accessible from interstate I-75 which runs north and south through Vienna Township approximately 

2 miles west of the City of Clio with a full interchange located at M-57. M-57 runs east and west through the 

City and the townships of Thetford and Vienna.  The area is also accessible by M-54 which generally runs north 

and south approximately 1 mile east of the City through portions of the two townships.    

 

Population 

The City of Clio and the townships of Thetford and Vienna are home to 22,466 people; down 484 people or 3% 

from their combined 2010 population of 22,950 people (see Exhibit 2, below).  This population is unevenly 

distributed among the three communities with 2,525 or 11.23% residing within the City; 6,640 or 29.55% 

residing within Thetford Township; and 13,301 or 59.2% percent residing within Vienna Township.  

 

Sex 

The 2020 population is divided 11,133 or 49.55% male and 11,333 or 50.45% female within the three 

communities (see Exhibit 3, below). 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit 2: Population Change: 2000 -2020

Community 2000 2010 2020
Percent Change
Last 10 Years

City of Clio 2,483          2,646          2,525          -4.57%
Thetford Township 8,277          7,049          6,640          -5.80%
Vienna Township 13,108        13,255       13,301       0.35%

Clio Area 23,868        22,950       22,466       -3%
Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Exhibit 3: Sex Breakdown by Area 2020
Community Male Female
City of Clio 1,136          1,389          
Thetford Township 3,453          3,187          
Vienna Township 6,544          6,757          

Clio Area Total 11,133       11,333        
Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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Median Age and Age Distribution 

During this same period, the average median age of the people who reside in the three communities increased 

5.17 years from 41.55 years in 2010 to 44.83 in 2020; however, a more meaningful picture of the area’s age 

distribution is made possible by combining individual age categories to identifiable stages in the human life 

cycle.  Selected categories and the stages in the human life cycle include ages under 5, pre-school; ages 5 to 19, 

school age; ages 20 to 44, family foundation; 45 to 64, middle age; and ages 65 and above, seniors (see Exhibit 

4, below).     

Family formation at 29.88% and middle age at 28.10% are nearly equal in size and represent 57.98% of the area 

population.  While seniors at 20.50% is an age group that is expected to grow with improvements in medical 

technology.   

 

  

Exhibit 4: Clio Area Age Distribution (Estimates) 2020
               Township of

City of Clio Thetford Vienna Clio Area Life Stage Category

Under 5 years 170 378 557 1105

Pre School 
5.1%

5 to 9 years 73 360 588 1021
10 to 14 years 88 379 965 1432 School Age
15 to 17 years 24 152 544 720 16.50%
18 and 19 years 60 104 264 428
20 and 21 years 33 168 212 413

22 to 24 years
28 158 451 637

25 to 29 years 118 442 989 1549 Family Formation
30 to 34 years 115 372 819 1306 29.88%
35 to 39 years 117 527 680 1324

40 to 44 years 66 369 863 1298
45 to 49 years 76 305 970 1351
50 to 54 years 172 610 646 1428 Middle Age
55 to 59 years 203 403 850 1456 28.10%
60 and 61 years 36 271 547 854
62 to 64 years 64 375 602 1041
65 and 66 years 60 267 323 650
67 to 69 years 68 188 505 761
70 to 74 years 91 279 754 1124 Seniors
75 to 79 years 150 222 503 875 20.50%
80 to 84 years 24 134 258 416
85 years and over 133 173 356 662

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Censusreporter.org
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Recent trends indicate that quality of life issues including healthy living and recreational opportunities will play 

a major role in where people choose to raise families and retire.  Trails provide an excellent opportunity for the 

entire family to become and remain active whether bicycling, running, or walking.    

Age-appropriate leagues provide children an opportunity to learn the fundamentals of sports and teamwork 

and adults the opportunity to remain active.   

Household Income 

The 2020 median household income varies wildly among the three communities with a low of $34,838 in the 

City of Clio; $61,192 in Thetford Township; and a high of $61,721 in Vienna Township (see Exhibit 5, below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disabled Population 

The United States Census Bureau reports a Genesee County disabled population under the age of 65 years of 

13.7%.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit 5: Median Household Income 2020

Community

Median 
Household 
Income

City of Clio 34,838$     
Thetford Township 61,192$     
Vienna Township 61,721$     

Clio Area Average 52,584$     

State of Michigan 63,202$     

Genesee County 54,052$     
Source: U.S. Census Bureau



 

Page 7 of 57 

CLIO AREA PARKS AND RECREATION | 5-YEAR BUSINESS PLAN | 2024-2028 

ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE 

The Clio Area Parks and Recreation Board was established by resolution by each of the governing bodies of the 

City of Clio, the Clio Area School District and the townships of Thetford and Vienna in 1989.  The Board consists 

of eight members; two appointed by the governing bodies of each of the four participating jurisdictions (see 

Exhibit 6, below).   

The purpose of this Board is to coordinate and plan for the future acquisition, development, and renovation of 

park facilities and the provision of recreational opportunities in the City of Clio, the Clio Area School District, and 

the townships of Thetford and Vienna while each community retains separate control of its parks and 

recreational facilities. 

 Exhibit: 6: Relationship of the Clio Area Parks and Recreation Board to Its 
Member Communities 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City of Clio 

The City of Clio’s parks and recreational facilities are maintained by the City’s Department of Public Service 

under the supervision of the City Administrator who is responsible to the Mayor and the City Commission.   
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The City Commission establishes policy for the operations of the City’s parks and recreational facilities by 

ordinance. 

The City spent $56,005 during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2018, on “Recreation and Cultural”” from its 

General Fund; budgeted $63,454 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2019; and anticipates budgeting $50,000 for 

the fiscal year ending June 30, 2020. 

The City does not provide parks and recreational programing.   

The City’s recreation grant history is presented in Exhibit 7, below. 

 

Project No. 26-00634 Project Year: 1975
Project Title:  Clio Bathhouse Project Status:  Closed Grant Amount:  $34.493.00
Project Description:  Bathhouse renovations.

Project No. 26-01060 R3 Project Year: 1978
Project Title:  Clio City Park Project Status:  Closed Grant Amount:  $34.223.12
Project Description:  

Project No. 26-01410 Project Year: 1985
Project Title:  Clio Fitness Trail Project Status:  Closed Grant Amount:  $13,774.00
Project Description:  Fitness trail.

Project No. BF89-585 Project Year: 1989
Project Title:  Clio Area Recreation Improvement Project Status:  Closed Grant Amount:  $180,000.00
Project Description:  Bike path.

Project No. BF89-383 Project Year: 1989
Project Title:  Clio Recreation Improvement Project Status:  Closed Grant Amount:  $112,500.00
Project Description:  Bike path.

Project No. TF11-104 Project Year: 2011
Project Title:  Pine Run Creek Trail Improvement Project Status:  Closed Grant Amount:  $45,000.00
Project Description:  Bike path reconstruction.

Project No. TF11-110 Project Year: 2011
Project Title:  Pine Run Retaining Wall Stabilization Project Status:  Closed Grant Amount:  $79,800.00
Project Description:  Bike path reconstruction.

Project No. TF12-124 Project Year: 2012
Project Title:  Clio City Park Trolley Line Trail Project Status:  Closed Grant Amount:  $127,500.00
Project Description:  Bike path reconstruction.

Project No. TF16-0232 Project Year: 2016
Project Title:  Clio City Park Trailhead and Restroom DevelopmentProject Status:  Active Grant Amount:  $262,500.00
Project Description:  Bike path reconstruction.

Exhibit 7:  City of Clio Receation Grant History
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Thetford Township 

Thetford Township’s parks and recreational facilities are maintained under the supervision of the Township 

Supervisor. 

The Township Board establishes policy for the operations of the Township’s parks and recreational facilities by 

ordinance. 

The Township spent $31,936 during the fiscal year ending March 31, 2023, on “Recreation and culture” from its 

General Fund to include its share of a Genesee County senior mileage, its participation in the Clio Area Library, 

a part of the Genesee County Library District, and the operations of its recreation hall and outdoor bathrooms; 

and anticipates budgeting a yet determined amount for the fiscal year ending March 31, 2024.  Additional funds 

were spent from the Thetford Township’s share of the funds obtained from the American Rescue Plan Act 

(ARPA) in fiscal years ending 2022 and 2023. 

The Township does not provide parks and recreational programs. 

Vienna Township 

Vienna Township’s parks and recreational facilities are maintained under the supervision of the Township 

Supervisor. 

The Township Board establishes policy for the operations of the Township’s parks and recreational facilities by 

ordinance. 

The Township spent $132,911.75 during the fiscal year ending December 31, 2022, on “Recreation and culture” 

from its General Fund; budgeted $341.365 for fiscal year 2023 and $65,200 in fiscal year 2024. 

Vienna Township Grant History 

Project No. TF21-0043      Project Year: 2021 
Project Title: Neff Road Bike Path Project Status:  Active  Grant Amt.: $296,600 
Project Description: Bike Path Reconstruction 
 
 

The Township does not provide parks and recreational programs.  However, it contracts with local volunteer 

leagues to operate and maintain the Clio Sports Complex.  It is these volunteer leagues that provide parks and 

recreational programs to include youth baseball and softball, youth football and cheerleading, and soccer.   
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Clio Area School District 

The Clio Area School District’s recreational facilities are maintained under the supervision of the Superintendent. 

The School Board establishes policy for the operations of the District’s recreational facilities. 

The District does not provide recreational programs beyond that which is required for school curriculum or 

school sports programs. 

In May of 2020, the District passed a $40.6 million bond which included a $3,612,470 improvement of the 

athletic facilities and playground equipment. 

The District Community Education Program offers recreational opportunities including: 

 T-Ball 

 Coach Pitch Baseball/Softball 

 Tennis 

 Gymnastics 

 Basketball 

 Cheerleading 

 Karate 

 Volleyball 
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RECREATION AND RESOURCE INVENTORY 

An inventory of parks, recreational facilities, and greenways accessible to, or acquired and developed for, the 

public in the City of Clio was completed by the City Administrator and in the townships of Thetford and Vienna 

information was updated from the prior Clio Area Parks and Recreation | 5-Year Business Plan | 2024-2028.  The 

location of these parks, recreational facilities, and greenways accessible to, or acquired and developed for the 

public are identified in Appendices I. 

City of Clio 

Clock Park: 

Clock Park is a passive park facility of 0.08 acres located in the City’s traditional downtown.  The Park is 

identified by its principal feature, a clock.   

Veterans Park: 

The Veteran’s Park is another passive park that occupies an area of 0.19 acres in the City’s traditional 

downtown.  This Park was developed and is maintained to honor and memorialize those men and women 

who have served in the United State armed forces and the public safety professions.  

Clio City Park: 

The Clio City Park is a community park approximating 21.59 acres located near the geographic center of the 

City and along the Pine Run Creek immediately north of its traditional downtown.  This Park provides a range 

of recreational facilities and areas capable of supporting programs and activities not suitable in smaller parks 

to include an outdoor amphitheater (Clio Amphitheater) with seating for 2,000 patrons, an indoor hall 

(Rogers Lodge), four pavilions, a large play structure and miscellaneous playground accessories, horseshoe 

pits, a sand volleyball court, a skatepark, restrooms and parking (see Exhibit 10, below). 
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 Exhibit: 10 Clio City Park Facilities  

 Amphitheater, outdoor (Clio Amphitheater) 

 

 

 Hall, indoor (Rogers Lodge) 

 

 

 Restrooms 

 

 

 Skatepark 

 

 

 Volleyball Court, sand 

 

 

 Horseshoe Pits 
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 Exhibit 10:  Clio City Park Facilities (continued)  

 Pavilions:   

 Pavilion #1 

 

 

 Pavilion #2 

 

 

 Pavilion #3 

 

 

 Pavilion #4 

 

 

 Garden (Alice L. Boyse Memorial Garden) 
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 Exhibit 10:  Clio City Park Facilities (continued)  

 Play Structures:   

 Children’s Play Structure 

 

 

 Tot’s Play Structure 

 

 

 Miscellaneous Playground Equipment 

 

 

  

 

 

 Swings   

 Children’s Swings 

 

 

 Tot’s Swings 
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The City maintains approximately 7.5 miles of  

trails along linear parks generally running east to  

west along the Pine Run Creek and north and  

south along the CSX Railroad and the Benjamin  

Run Creek.  These hard-surfaced trails are part of  

a regional network of trails that radiate from the  

Clio City Park into Vienna Township north to  

Willard Road and Saginaw County, south to  

Wilson Road, east to Neff Road, and West to Jennings Road offer year-round recreational opportunities for 

bicyclists, runners, and walkers and an alternate means of travel for area commuters. 

The City’s network of trails may be accessed from the Clio City Park, the end of Park Street and Field Road. 
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Service Area: 

The City, itself, is the primary service area of its centrally located parks and its network of trails (see Exhibit 

9, below), however these facilities are open to the general public and service the needs of a much larger 

area.   

 Exhibit 11:  Service Area of the City of Clio’s Parks and Trails  

 

Most City neighborhoods and 
immediately adjoining areas of Vienna 
Township are within a 15-minute walk of 
the City’s parks and its network of trails. 

 

 

 

The entirety of the City and areas of the 
townships of Thetford and Vienna 
extending east and west along the M-57 
corridor and north and south along Clio 
Road and M-54 corridor are within a 15-
minute bicycle ride of the City’s parks 
and its network of trails.   

 

 

 

The entirety of the City and areas of the 
townships of Thetford and Vienna 
extending east and west along the M-57 
corridor and north and south along Clio 
Road and M-54 corridor are within a 15-
minute bicycle ride of the City’s parks 
and its network of trails.   

 

 

 

The entirety of the City and the 
townships of Thetford and Vienna and 
an area extending north and south along 
the I-75 corridor in the counties of 
Genesee and Saginaw are within a 15-
minute drive of the City’s parks and its 
network of trails. 
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Thetford Township 

Thetford Township Hall: 

The Thetford Township Hall is a municipal complex to include a pavilion and a sledding hill.  

Vienna Township 

Clio Sports Complex: 

The Clio Sports Complex is a 37.13 acres heavily programmed facility with eight soccer fields, six ball 

diamonds, four basketball courts, four football fields, a play structure, a concession building, restrooms, and 

parking.  This facility primarily services youth from Vienna Township, the City of Clio and Thetford Township, 

but is also available to the public and services a much larger area. 

M-57 Bike Path: 

The M-57 Bike Path is 26,000 linear feet of path extending west along Vienna Road (M-57) from 

Tacoma Court to Linden Road with benches approximately ¾ of a mile apart.  The M-57 Bike Path  

primarily services Vienna Township and its Business Development district and the City of Clio, but it  

is available to the public and services a much larger area. 

Bridge Park at Linden Road: 

The Bridge Park at Linden Road is a 3.637 acre wooded passive park with parking, benches, tables, grills, 

butterfly garden, and a small play area.  The Bridge Park at Linden Road primarily services Vienna Township 

residents but is open to the public and services a much larger area. 

Trolley Line Trail: 

The 10-foot wide, 155,000 linear foot Trolley Line Trail extension of the Clio Bike Path.  This linear trail 

extends north from Field Road to Willard Road and Birch Run Township in Saginaw County with benches 

placed every mile.  The Trolley Line Trail primarily services Vienna Township, the City of Clio and Birch Run 

Township residents as the trails connect, but it is available to the public and services a much larger area.   

 

 

 



 

Page 18 of 57 

CLIO AREA PARKS AND RECREATION | 5-YEAR BUSINESS PLAN | 2024-2028 

Jennings Road Park: 

The Jennings Road Park is a 7.97 acre wooded passive park with parking and benches.  The Park acts as a 

trailhead to the Clio Bike Path and primarily services Vienna Township and City of Clio residents but is 

available to the public and services a much larger area. 

Clio Area School District 

Clio Intermediate: 

Clio Intermediate is an elementary school with an open field with soccer goals, two play structures and 

parking. 

Carter Middle School: 

Carter Middle School is a middle school with a ball field, basketball hoops, miscellaneous playground 

accessories and parking.  

Clio High School: 

Clio High School is a high school with a football stadium, running track, eight tennis courts, four ballfields 

(two baseball and one softball), a soccer field and parking. 

Clio Elementary: 

Clio Elementary is an elementary school with basketball hoops, several play structures and parking. 

Clio Early Elementary:  

Clio Early Elementary is a pre-school with a play structure and parking. 

Other 

Buell Lake County Park: 

Buell Lake County Park is a regional park located in Thetford Township that provides a range of recreational 

facilities and areas capable of supporting programs and activities not suitable in smaller parks.  This includes 

pavilions and picnic areas, ballfields, a boat launch and fishing access, a model plane landing strip, restrooms, 

and parking.  
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In partnership with Genesee County, Thetford Township has designated and developed and 18-hole (basket) 

disc golf course on the southern edge of Buell Lake County Park.  The course can also be used as a walking 

trail. 

Clio Golf Course: 

The Clio Golf Course is a private 18-hole golf course located in Vienna Township. 

Firemen’s Park: 

Firemen’s Park is a private park owned by the Clio Fire Department; Inc. located in Vienna Township.  It has 

pavilions and restrooms and is principally used for the annual Clio Fireman’s Homecoming Carnival. 

Ligon Outdoor Educational Nature Center: 

The Ligon Outdoor Educational Nature Center has a meeting room, pavilions, nature trails and a boardwalk.  

It is located in Thetford Township. 

Vienna Greens Golf Course: 

The Vienna Greens Golf Course is a private 18-hole golf course open to the public located in Thetford 

Township. 

Facilities 

While only a guide, recreation standards provide a benchmark for evaluating the relative adequacy or 

inadequacy of recreational opportunities within the City of Clio and the townships of Thetford and Vienna.  

Exhibit 4 identifies facilities located in these communities and compares their number to standards published 

in Guidelines for the Development of Community Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Plans.  This 

comparison specifically excludes facilities of the Clio Area School District due to their limited availability or 

restricted use. 

Based on this comparison, the City of Clio and the townships of Thetford and Vienna should have the following 

additional facilities (see Exhibit 4): 

 Five badminton courts  One basketball court 
 One handball court  Eleven tennis courts 
 Four volleyball courts  One lighted baseball field 
 One field hockey  One quarter mile track 
 Five softball fields  Two multiple courts 
 One nine-hole golf course  One swimming pool 
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Accessibility 

 Many communities are becoming more aware of the greater numbers of persons with disabilities and 

the challenges they face on a daily basis.  This growing population is due, in part, to an increase in life 

expectancy increases resulting from advances in modern medicine that have increased the survival rate 

of those with significant injuries, illnesses, and birth defects.  It is essential for social structure, 

awareness, and economic growth, that communities recognize this growing population and make a 

commitment to provide safe and accessible recreation to residents of all ages and abilities. 

 Generally, disabilities include mobility impairments, cognitive impairments, hearing impairments, and 

visual impairments, but consideration should not be limited to certain groups.  The most effective 

approach to reach an overall community demographic is through universal design.  Universal design is 

a fairly new concept that emerged from “barrier free” or “accessible design.”  It can be defined as the 

design of products and environments to be useable by all people, to the greatest extent possible 

regardless of ability or disability. 

 Park and recreation facilities in the City of Clio and the townships of Thetford and Vienna were 

inspected for compliance with the 2010 Americans with Disability Act Standards for Accessibility Design 

and assigned a numeric rating from 1 to 5 (see Exhibit 13).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Accessibility 
Rating Definition

1 None of the site elements meet 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design.
2 Some of the site elements meet 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design.
3 Most of the site elements meet 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design.
4 All of the site elements meet 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design.
5 Park or facility meets the principals of universal design.

Exhibit 13: Accessibility Rating
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City of Clio 

Clio Bike Path: 

A. Accessibility Rating: 2 (see Exhibit 13). 

The City’s network of trails generally follows the natural grade which may be challenging to those with 

disabilities.  Water cascading across the trails from natural springs located along the floodplain may also 

present impediments to accessibility.  In addition, the lack of appropriately spaced benches, or refuges, 

may discourage use among people accustomed to a sedentary lifestyle.      

  

Signage along the Path does not consider the needs of those with sight limitations. 

Finally, vegetative encroachment can limit the practical use of the trails and make people ill at ease.   

B. Transition and Accessibility Plan - 

Improvements to increase accessibility to, and use of, the City’s network of trails will be made on an on-

going basis subject to financing.  To this end, the City has reduced some impediments to the use of its 

trails with the financial assistance of the Michigan Natural Resource Trust fund to include Pine Run 

Retaining Wall Stabilization (TF11-110) and reconstruction of the North Trolley Line Trail (TF12-124). 
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Clio City Park: 

A. Accessibility Rating: 2 (see Exhibit 13). 

Concrete sidewalks link a paved linear parking area and many of the recreational facilities in the Clio City 

Park to one another.  However, there are gaps to some facilities and the sidewalks and parking area 

generally follow the Park’s natural grade which may be challenging to those with.  This includes the 

accent from (decent down to) the Park to (from) Center Street, East Vienna Street and North Mill Street.  

Uneven grades and poor drainage can also inhibit the wide use of open spaces in the Park and pea gravel 

playing surfaces can prevent the full use of playgrounds and play accessories by the public.   

The elevation of electrical outlets in the pavilions are not easily accessible to the public.    

B. Transition and Accessibility Plan - 

Improvements to increase accessibility to, and use of, the Clio City Park will be made on an on-going 

basis subject to financing.  Priority will be given to increase access to the City Park, itself, which lies in a 

floodplain.  Once access to the City Park is improved efforts will be made to increase accessibility to 

specific Park facilities based on necessity (restrooms) and popularity (pavilions and play equipment and 

structures).  Older facilities designed or purchased at a time when universal access was not widely 

considered will be removed or replaced.     

Clock Park: 

A. Accessibility Rating: 3 (see Exhibit 13). 

The Clock Park is a small landscaped area with brick walkways and benches.   

B. Transition and Accessibility Plan  
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There are no known issues with accessibility.    

Veterans Park: 

A. Accessibility Rating: 3 (see Exhibit 13).  

The Veterans Park is a landscaped area with brick walkways, displays, and benches.  At grade accessibility 

is provided along Railway Street and the south downtown parking lot, but there is no signage to assist 

those with sight limitations. 

B. Transition and Accessibility Plan - 

Signage should be installed to assist and direct those with sight limitations. 

Thetford Township 

Thetford Township Hall: 

A. Accessibility: 

The Thetford Township Hall provides paved handicap parking.  The Thetford Township Hall provided an 

ADA accessible door into the facility and an accessible sidewalk is provided.  

B. Transition and Accessibility Plan: 

The ADA accessible door requires repair.   

Vienna Township 

Clio Sports Complex: 

A. Accessibility Rating 2 (see Exhibit 13). 

The Clio Sports Complex provides paved parking spaces with handicap parking and sidewalks that lead 

to the center of the Complex, but not all fields or recreational facilities are ADA accessible. 

B. Transition and Accessibility Plan – 

Efforts to improve ADA accessibility of the Clio Sports Complex should continue with hard surfaced paths 

extending to its many fields and pavilions. 

M-57 Bike Path: 

A. Accessibility Rating 3 (see Exhibit 13). 
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The M-57 Bike Path has benches placed approximately ¼ mile apart, which may discourage use among 

people who are accustomed to a sedentary lifestyle.     

B. Transition and Accessibility Plan - 

Additional benches should be placed along the Path to provide a place to rest.    

Bridge Park at Linden Road: 

A. Accessibility Rating 3 (see Exhibit 13). 

The Township Park at Linden Road is ADA accessible. 

B. Transition and Accessibility Plan - 

There are no known issues with accessibility.    

Trolley Line Trail: 

A. Accessibility Rating 2 (see Exhibit 13). 

The Trolley Line Trail has benches placed approximately one mile apart, which may discourage use 

among people who are accustomed to a sedentary lifestyle. 

B. Transition and Accessibility Plan - 

There are no known issues with accessibility.    

Jennings Road Park: 

A. Accessibility Rating 2 (see Exhibit 13). 

The parking lot is gravel and follows the natural grade which makes it accessibility to, or from,  Jennings 

Road Park is difficult. 

B. Transition and Accessibility Plan - 

Improvements to increase accessibility to, and use of, Tufford Park will be made on an ongoing basis 

subject to financing.  Priority will be given to paving the lot and adding ADA parking spots. 

Clio Area School District 

Clio Intermediate: 

A. Accessibility - 
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A paved parking surface is available with ADA accessible parking; however, access to outdoor 

recreational facilities is restricted.  Wood fiber mulch around play structures makes these facilities 

inaccessible and benches are completely surrounded by grass. 

B. Transition and Accessibility Plan - 

It is anticipated that this facility will be closed after the 2023/2024 school year.  

Clio Middle School: 

A. Accessibility - 

A paved parking surface is available with ADA accessible parking; however, access to outdoor 

recreational facilities is restricted.  Wood fiber mulch around play structures makes these facilities 

inaccessible and the play structures are not ADA accessible, and a dirt path connects Carter Middle 

School to an adjoining residential neighborhood. 

B. Transition and Accessibility Plan – 

There are no known issues with accessibility. 

Clio High School: 

A. Accessibility - 

Paved parking is available throughout the Clio High School complex with ADA accessible parking.   

The entrance to the football field and track are ADA accessible with ample seating opportunities for 

people in wheelchairs at the “home” stands; there is hard surfaced path to the “visitor” stands. 

The entrance gate to the tennis courts is ADA accessible, however, the lack of a hard surfaced walkway 

between the parking facilities to the gate make the courts inaccessible.  

B. Transition and Accessibility Plan - 

There is no known issues with accessibility. 

Clio Elementary: 

A. Accessibility - 

A paved parking surface is available with ADA accessible parking and access to outdoor recreational 

facilities.   
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B. Transition and Accessibility Plan - 

There are no known issues with accessibility.   

Clio Early Elementary:  

A. Accessibility - 

A paved parking surface is available with ADA accessible parking and access to outdoor recreational 

facilities. 

B. Transition and Accessibility Plan - 

There are no known issues with accessibility.   

PUBLIC INPUT PROCESS 

Method for Public Input 

The Clio Area Parks and Recreation Board and the City of Clio City Commission value the opinions of area 

residents.  To this end, several opportunities were provided area residents to share their opinions with the 

Board. 

On November 01, 2023, a link to the Clio Area Parks and Recreation Survey, was posted to the "City of Clio 

Michigan" Facebook page,” Vienna Township” Facebook page, and “Thetford Township” Facebook page (see 

Exhibit 10, below).  This Survey remained open for two weeks and was closed on November 15, 2023.  In 

addition, a paper copy of this Clio Area Parks and Recreation Survey was made available for public review and 

input at the respective municipality offices.  

A public hearing was held by the Clio City Commission in January 2024, Thetford Township in February 2024, 

and Vienna Township in February 2024, prior to consideration of the adoption of this Plan.   

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

Goal 1: Develop partnerships and pursue grants to meet parks and recreational needs. 

 Continue to seek partnerships with other parks and recreation providers and neighboring communities 

to share ideas and provide non-competing programs and facilities.  

 Communicate with developers on shared use arrangements and the provision of conservation 

easements; and 
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 Apply for grants to develop and maintain park facilities. 

Goal 2: Increase development of park facilities. 

 Utilize and expand on existing sidewalks to provide linkages to parks and recreational facilities. 

 Update infrastructure as needed at parks of the City of Clio and the townships of Thetford and Vienna.  

 Continue to upgrade outdated or hazardous playground equipment; and 

 Universal Design 

 Crime Prevention through Environmental Design 

Goal 3: Promote non-motorized connections within existing facilities and neighboring communities. 

 Utilize and expand on existing sidewalks to provide linkages to parks. 

 Maintain non-motorized routes as appropriate for all seasons use. 

 Work to expand the Clio Area Bike Path and the M-57 Bike Path through the City of Clio and the 

townships of Thetford and Vienna.   

 Extend the Trolley Line Trail south to Mt. Morris and encourage its development in Saginaw County. 

Goal 4: Establish key natural features / areas for conservation. 

 Complete an inventory and proposed land-use overlay and policies for conservation easements.  

Developments should recognize limits of flood plain and forested land, outdoor recreation and green space 

and scenic, historic, educational, and environmental significance. Judicious development should allow a 

close relationship with natural features without destroying them. 

Goal 5: Maintain on-going public communication and education of the Clio Area Parks and Recreation Board. 

 Conduct yearly open houses to solicit public input and create awareness of recreation opportunities and 

achievements. 

 Review Park and recreation goals and objectives on an annual basis. 

 Identify educational opportunities, seminars, etc. that can be attended by the Board in order to generate 

new ideas for improvement or maintenance of facilities. 

 Develop a method for tracking and recognizing donated efforts for park and recreation facilities; and 
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 Investigate the merits of establishing a regional parks and recreation authority under P.A. 321 of 2000. 

 

ACTION PLAN 

The following recommendations are made for the future acquisition, development and renovation of park 

facilities and the provision of recreational opportunities in the City of Clio, the Clio Area School District, and the 

townships of Thetford and Vienna.  These recommendations are based on the planning process and the goals 

and objectives of the Clio Area Parks and Recreation Board and its member communities. 

A. Trails:  

The network of non-motorized trails that exist within the City of Clio and Vienna Township are one of the 

greatest recreational assets in the area generally running east to west along the Pine Run Creek and north and 

south along the CSX Railroad and the Benjamin Run Creek.  These hard-surfaced trails are part of a regional 

network of trails that radiate from the Clio City Park into Vienna Township north to Willard Road and Saginaw 

County, south to Wilson Road, east to Neff Road, and West to Jennings Road and along M-57.    

It is a priority of the Clio Area Parks and Recreation Board to expand on this network of trails and create links 
extending north to the Village of Birch Run and Saginaw County and south to the City of Mount Morris as well 
as extend the M-57 Bike Path west into Montrose Township and east into Thetford Township to the Buell Lake 
County Park and the Ligon Outdoor Educational Center and north to the City of Frankenmuth.  These priorities 
are identified the Genesee County Regional Non-Motorized Plan, 2014 with the link extending south to the City 
of Mount Morris identified as a Tier 1 Short Term Priority (see Exhibit 11, below). 
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Exhibit 11: Genesee County Priority Trail Segments 
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The Board also endorses efforts to improve the current network of trails to comply with the Americans 

with Disabilities Act, install lighting. Universal design and CPTED 

B. Clio City Park: 

The Clio City Park is a community park that provides a range of recreational facilities and areas capable 

of supporting programs and activities not suitable in smaller parks, but it is an older Park in need of 

attention. 

1. Improved accessibility and parking.   

a. Developed along the Pine Run Creek, the City Park lies in a floodplain and is difficult to access for 

seniors and people with disabilities without the use of a motorized vehicle; however, motorized 

vehicular parking is also limited due to the popularity of this Park.  Therefore, the Clio Area Parks 

and Recreation Board proposes the expansion and reconstruction of the Parks vehicular parking 

facilities in a manner to best accommodate the popularity of this Park and improve accessibility 

to the public. 

b. The Board also proposes making all facilities in the City Park barrier-free.  This includes developing 

barrier-free play structures with safe fall zones, the construction or installation of new restrooms 

and the extension of paths to all Park facilities.  

c. The Board further proposes the redevelopment of the pedestrian access to the City Park at the 

corner of Rogers Lodge Drive and Vienna Street to improve public access to the Park.   

d. The Board finally proposes improving links between the Clio City Park and the City’s traditional 

downtown to better facilitate active living, promote community and facilitate economic 

development. 

2. Improve drainage and remove debris from the Pine Run Creek. 

Use of the Clio City Park is limited by the lack of proper drainage.  In addition, the accumulation of 

sediment and debris in the Pine Run Creek detracts from this calming natural feature.  It is for these 

reasons that the Clio Area Parks and Recreation Board proposes the installation of drains and the 

clearing of the Pine Run Creek.   

3. Improve lighting and security. 
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The lack of improved lighting and other security measures has limited the use of the Clio City Park to 

daylight hours and made it susceptible to petty vandalism.  To increase the use of the Park during 

evening hours and deter petty vandalism, the Clio Area Parks and Recreation Board proposes the 

installation of improved lighting and the selective use of security cameras throughout the Park.  

4. Update play equipment and structures. 

Some of the older play equipment and structures in the Clio City Park are no longer considered safe.  

Therefore, the Clio Area Parks and Recreation Board proposes the identification and replacement of 

this play equipment and structures with playground equipment that meets current safety standards 

and are provided the appropriate fall safe zone.  

5. Expand the use of underutilized areas of the Clio City Park. 

C. Clio Sports Complex: 

The Clio Sports Complex will continue to be a heavily programmed facility.  Efforts will continue to 

increase accessibility and use with the installation of lighting and the extension of an internal network 

of hard surfaced paths to provide universal access to all play fields and pavilions. 

D.  Thetford Township Hall Park Development: 

The Thetford Township Hall is a municipal complex that includes a township building, a pavilion, sledding 

hill, a Senior Center, grange Hall, fire station and a police station (not in use). 

Thetford Township also operates a disc-golf course in partnership with Genesee County at Buell Lake.  

Our plan is to expand trail access and benches for stopping and resting as well as new picnic tables. 

E. Tufford Park Development: 

The City of Clio and Vienna Township own the land along the Pine Run Creek floodplain north of Vienna 

Street (M-57) west to Jennings Road.  The City of Clio has developed the Clio City Park from its portion 

of this land and Vienna Township is considering the development of a linear park from its portion of this 

land.  It is for this reason that the Clio Area Parks and Recreation Board supports the development of a 

Tufford Park Master Plan to guide the future development of this land for park and recreational use. 

F. Outdoor swimming pool or spray park: 
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The Clio area is not served by any outdoor active water recreation facility such as a pool or spray park.  Therefore 
the Clio Area Parks and Recreation Board proposes the development of an outdoor pool or spray park for public 
use.  

G. Land Acquisition: 

The Clio area is underserved by the number and variety of public parks.  Consequently, the Clio Area 

Parks and Recreation Board proposes the acquisition of available land suitable for park and recreation 

use that is located to best serve the needs of the public by its member communities.   

H. Community Center: 

The Clio area is not immediately served by any indoor recreational facility.  To encourage active living, 

promote community and facilitate economic development the Clio Area Parks and Recreation Board 

proposes the development of a Community Center to serve the population of the City of Clio, the Clio 

Area School District and the townships of Thetford and Vienna. 

I. Parks and Recreation Authority: 

The Clio Area Parks and Recreation Board wishes to investigate the creation of a parks and recreation authority 
pursuant to Public Act 312 of 1929 or Public Act 321 of 2000 to evaluate its merits.  
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Exhibit 11:  Clio Area Park & Rec Survey, 2023 

 

      
 

  
 

          

                  
                  
  1.  I am a Resident of:              

  City of Clio 18             
  Thetford Township 29          
  Vienna Township  79          
                  
                  
                  

              
  
    

                  
                  

    
 
  
 

  
  

        

  2.  Age Range:                

  19 years or under 1               
  20 to 44 years 54               
  45 to 64 years 42               
  65 years or older 27               

  prefer not to say  1               
                    
                    

 

 

 

 

 

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

1

Age Range

2.  Age Range: 19 years or under

20 to 44 years 45 to 64 years

65 years or older prefer not to say

0

20

40

60

80

100

1

I am a Resident of: 

1.  I am a Resident of: City of Clio

Thetford Township Vienna Township



 

Page 35 of 57 

CLIO AREA PARKS AND RECREATION | 5-YEAR BUSINESS PLAN | 2024-2028 

                  

      

 

      
  3.  Gender: 

  Male 36 
  Female 86 
  Non-binary 1 
  Prefer not to say  2 
      
      
      
      

 

 

        
 

  
 

        

    

4.  Most Frequented or 
 Favorite:           

    Clio City Park  52          
    Clio Sports Complex 13           
    Bike Path 32           
    Bridge Park 8           

    Buell Lake Park 17           
    Veteran's Park  2           
    Disc Golf Park 1           
    Other  1           
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Clio City Park  

How often do you visit: 
0 Daily   
8 A few times a week 
19 A few times a month 
26 A few times a season 
1 Never   

 

Why do you visit this recreational facility?     
15 Relaxation             
25 Exercise             
24 A place to take Children           
5 Meet with Friends           
9 Nature/Wildlife Viewing           
7 Events, Occasions, Reunions         
4 Other             
  Other: Walking; Walk my dogs; Walk the dog; Somewhere to go quiet and eat lunch; 

 

One a scale of one (poor) to five (excellent) do you find this recreational facility a safe and comfortable environment? 
1 One Star   
5 Two Stars   
12 Three Stars   
22 Four Stars   
14 Five Stars   

 

Comments on the safety and comfort of this facility:  
Broken playground equipment and over grown trees and brush next to playground equipment. Area around amphitheater is a 
disgraceful  
Giant hole by pavilion 1 parking is dangerous. It’s right by the posts where parking lot meets grass. 
I feel like I can’t take my kids to the skate park cuz of the type of people that are allowed to hang out there.  
I feel very safe, and relaxed when I'm at the Clio City Park. 
It’s not very well lit. And the trails are not always pick up from inappropriate or unsafe material  
It’s often littered and the play equipment isn’t the greatest and very spread out  
Items sticking up out of the ground randomly that could be harmful, electrical at pavilions not properly covered and could be 
dangerous, bushes and trees not cleared of bridges and cause issues to structures.  
Not one piece of playground equipment is handicap accessible. The gravel limits children in mobility devices to be able to get 
close to the play sets. No accessible swings. We’ve been residents for 14 years and this has never been improved upon.  
We drive to flushing park to let our daughter swing.  
Not safe, police are lingering around harassing residents  
Parts are underwater so not safe for little kids. Need shade over the big play area as it get so hot no one can safely play on it 
without getting burned. And shade for parents to watch children. 
Play area needs improvement to be safe for children. Both play areas are not well maintained, have broken features and need 
updating. Park not patrolled enough by police, volunteers, nor city maintenance. Several times trash noted in play areas.  
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Pretty  safe, bike is wet in placed  and needs repairs. Vegetation needs trim way back. 
Pretty safe   
Some grassy areas need the deep “ankle-busting” holes filled in. There are a few areas where there should be more lighting 
in/around the tunnels and heavily shaded areas. The addition of seating/park benches along the path would be beneficial.  
Clean up the memorial area near the playscape since it is now a potential hiding spot for bad people to hide.  
The concrete pathway is awful, and in need of significant repair 
The pavilion protected us from a storm during a wedding. 
The playground area needs attention it is not safe for the kids. Broken parts and no safety surfacing makes this unsafe for our 
little ones. My kids love it here but needs serious attention.  
The skateboard park is so so so ancient and dangerous.  
There are often disruptive teens that visit the park, playing on the same equipment as children. I find my children retreating 
from playing until they are gone. It’s also very dark on the path, and I don’t feel safe enough to walk it alone before dusk.  
There was a high speed chase that ended here several months ago with a person running from law enforcement in the morning 
hours when I would usually take my daughter so that was scary! 
This day, you always have to watch your surroundings. The world is not safe.  

 

On a scale of one (poor) to five (excellent) do you find this recreational facility to be clean and well-maintained?  
2 One Star 
7 Two Stars 
11 Three Stars 
22 Four Stars 
12 Five Stars 

 

Please comment on the cleanliness and maintenance of this facility:  
Bathroom is not open half the time 
Children  area needs repairs  and upgrades  
For the most part it is clean and I’m happy to invite my family from all over the country to enjoy a family picnic there. Get 
control of the overgrown areas along the path especially the poison oak and poison ivy.  
I can only speak to the Tacoma falls and area around that is the memorial. That was very neglected and so Rotary stepped up 
to clean it up this summer.  
It always looks nice. 
Lots of garbage, cigarettes. 
 Etc  
Play equipment is not maintained and needs to be updated. Chipped fading paint, plexiglass is scratched and clouded, rough 
edges exposed 
Same as #8 
The park is always clean and well groomed. 
There's nothing to do for adults, and one entire side is unused. A dog park would be fantastic. 
Volleyball court is never kept up. Bike paths are never cleaned, swept of dirt/mud.  
was very muddy when I visited. 

 

Does this facility meet your leisure and/or recreational needs:  
45 Yes 
7 No 
2 N/A 
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Please comment on what could be improved or added to meet your needs at this facility: 
A separate toddler sized playground so that those just learning to climb, slide, and play socially had an area that was a little 
more relaxed.  childhood has something like this).  
Ideally this area would have the soft rubber-like ground that is suitable for kids playing but also for pushing a stroller(GISD Early 
childhood has something like this)  
If I'm taking my baby and toddler now, I can't easily wait at the bottom of the slide to catch my toddler because pushing a 
stroller in pea-rock is nearly impossible.  
Could be more to do 
Dog park, repaired walkways 
Handicap accessible swings, playground equipment. Level sidewalks. ADA compliant and thoughtful design.  
I wish we had the funds to put in a roller hockey rink that could serve as an ice rink in the winter (similar to the park in grand 
Blanc).  
I would like to see a dog park added to the plans.  It is essential to the city.   
It would be nice if the public could have access to the memorial area without the fence, then it would feel like more of the 
park's space and less of the amphitheater's space you need to ask to get admitted to. 
 ( i know there is a sign but it isn't a very inviting place. with the separation.) I think the whole city needs to be cleaned up 
better than it has been in the past few years. 
Like  see more  benchs along creek. Few more and upgraded  exercise  stations. 
Making access to bridge not so steep so it’s accessible for those who have walking challenges. Stairs down to the pavilion on 
the other side of the creek need to be present.  
More seating along the path. Upgrade the two smaller pavilions to make them bigger and more accessible.  
More trash receptors along the trails.  
More walk area 
Much better play devices for children of ALL abilities. Areas accessible to all ability levels. Safe devices free of any defects 
On the trail near the park there is runoff water and the cement can get slippery.  
Parking and road need repair 
Plant native species of plants for the pollinators. 
Shade and open bathroom 
Some lighting along the walking paths.  
The skateboard needs updating. Metal ramps are dangerous and so outdated.  
There needs to be more pavilions. 
This would be a great place for families to come and enjoy if it was maintained better.  
Would like to add a portajohn to the Wilson Road and Jennings Road parking lots 

 

Please provide additional comments/recommendations you would like to list about this particular recreational facility:  
Have the security  cameras  been installed? 
Thank you for having this facility.  
Increased police, maintenance patrols to keep areas free of unsafe individuals and keep park free of debris 
Invest in a nice skateboard park and people will show up and use it. Riley park in Farmington hills bring in camps and competitions 
and families. Something like that would be incredible and very used.  
The park is great 
Some of the play equipment should be kept up better.  
Add toddler playground equipment and have a seasonal workers in the summertime. Bike path patrols would be nice  
Updated playground facilities 
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Clio Sports Complex  
 

How often do you visit: 
1 Daily 
5 A few times a week 
2 A few times a month 
4 A few times a season 
1 Never 

 

Why do you visit this recreational facility?  
0 Relaxation 
0 Exercise 
7 A place to take Children 
0 Meet with Friends 
0 Nature/Wildlife Viewing 
5 Events, Occasions, Reunions 
4 Other 
  Other: Games; Sports; Softball; To watch Baseball Games 

 

One a scale of one (poor) to five (excellent) do you find this recreational facility a safe and comfortable environment? 
0 One Star 
0 Two Stars 
5 Three Stars 
5 Four Stars 
3 Five Stars 

 

Comments on the safety and comfort of this facility:  
Not enough parking, not enough proper lighting. Other than that, great facility.   
Our daughters play soccer at the sports complex. Everything seems to be fine, we don’t really have any concerns.  
Playground equipment needs updating  
Safety isn’t a concern 
There needs to be an emergency vehicle road to access the fields near Vienna road faster if needed. Bathrooms could use a little 
repair and the fields/ dugouts could use some better upkeep.  
Upkeep and improvement  
Very safe   

 
 

On a scale of one (poor) to five (excellent) do you find this recreational facility to be clean and well-maintained?  
1 One Star 
0 Two Stars 
4 Three Stars 
7 Four Stars 
2 Five Stars 
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Please comment on the cleanliness and maintenance of this facility:  
Bathrooms could be cleaner 
It is kept clean 
Parking lot is a mess. Potholes and parking is an issue. Not enough for when there’s tournaments or multiple sports going on 
The fenced around the fields could use some repair and the dugouts could use some repair.  The basketball courts need an overhaul 
bad and to be fenced in do cars can’t park on them. They used to be very nice, but not any longer and nobody  
has done anything with them. 
The trash could be changed more often, but otherwise everyone seems to be respectful and do not trash the place.  
We’ll kept 

 

Does this facility meet your leisure and/or recreational needs:  
10 Yes 
2 No 
1 N/A 

 

Please comment on what could be improved or added to meet your needs at this facility: 
Bathrooms! 
Fix up bathrooms 
More checks and balances of funds from the concession area would be nice and just overall checks and balances. This is a wonderful 
facility but could be better if the money made was put back into it  
More parents need to get involved instead of bitching at coaches and refs from the sidelines.  
More paved parking, upgrades to equipment shed, upgrade fencing 
None 
There used to be a marked 1 mile path  
Track is incomplete. No basketball courts. 

 

Please provide additional comments/recommendations you would like to list about this particular recreational facility:  
Clean up basketball area. I drive by multiple times a day and there’s always kids playing ball. Fencing is in rough shape and posts in 
ground from hoops that were removed. Needs to be a little safer for those enjoying 
More parking!!! 
None 
This facility brings a lot of visitors to our community and should be something that we take pride in but it needs some upkeep. It’s 
embarrassing the way kids are being able to drive the maintenance vehicles around and trash them and  
they’re not picking up garbage or anything. 
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Bike Path: 
 

How often do you visit: 
4 Daily 
9 A few times a week 
10 A few times a month 
10 A few times a season 
0 Never 

 

Why do you visit this recreational facility?  
4 Relaxation 
27 Exercise 
8 A place to take Children 
1 Meet with Friends 
9 Nature/Wildlife Viewing 
0 Events, Occasions, Reunions 
1 Other 
  Other: Walking/Riding to Businesses 

 

One a scale of one (poor) to five (excellent) do you find this recreational facility a safe and comfortable environment? 
1 One Star 
5 Two Stars 
11 Three Stars 
12 Four Stars 
16 Five Stars 

 

Comments on the safety and comfort of this facility:  
My concern is usually other peoples dogs, I walk my small dog and feel the need to pick her up on occasion. sometimes 

leaning trees above the walks are intimidating as well. 
There are heaved up pieces of the sidewalk which are not safe 
Our bike path has many broken sections and has many trip hazards 
Would like more lights and sidewalk cracks are unsafe and spots where flooding occurs are slippery 
I feel fairly safe. Do carry pepper spray and phone all the time. 
tall grass too close to the paved bike path in many areas, Cracks in the sidewalk and now leaves covering the cracks makes 

running or just walking dangerous. 
Comfort is great! The forested area bike trails are safe. Crossing any part of Vienna Rd west of Clio is unsafe at almost any 

time, at crosswalks and business entrances. Lower the speed limit to 40mph, until west of Walmart. 
 If you need to test this, just park at KFC and walk to Bridge Park and back. Don't get hit. 
We have had no issue as a family walking and riding on the path. We have gone miles in both directions with no issue. 
I don’t feel safe with the over grown shrubs and groups of teens. 
Some of the cincrete on the path is extremely uneven and kind of dangerous. 
Needs phones on trail for emergencies 
Positives: The trail from Jennings to Wilson is beautiful, and the Willard addition has been a joy for cycling. Having some hills 

to run through the wood is fantastic. It’s an excellent trail for cross country skiing and fat bike riding after a fresh snow.  
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Most of the time, the people on the trail are friendly, and it feels safe. Negatives: My son’s bike flipped when it hit one of 
the major cracks at the bottom of the hill coming down from Park St., and he messed his face up on the pavement.  

I’ve fallen on the spots made slippery from drain water twice. One time going about 17 mph on my bike. That was not 
awesome. Last year, there was a group of young men riding ATVs along the trail, and they ran my family off the trail a couple 
of times. 

 I confess, I was pretty pissed. Sometimes there are groups ranging from 5-20 people who are stoned out of their minds. 
They don’t seem threatening, and are occasionally rather funny to watch, but can be dangerous when they lurch in front of my  

bike or toward a stroller and then laugh. There is one man who walks the trail who acts threatening. Last week, he was 
talking like a demon, saying, “You will not deny me,” then cackling in a high pitched voice like the Joker. This happened at around 
7am. 

 He and I were the only two people on the stretch between the park and Wilson Rd. The experience was rather unnerving. 
Uneven and broken pavement 
Repair and maintain surface of bikepath. 
The bike paths are well paved and maintained throughout most of the year. The only time I feel that they are dangerous is 

during the winter, as they are not shoveled or salted. 
often flooded, not lit in evening 
A lot of dogs are not walked on a leash. Uneven concrete Untrimmed bushes Grass and shrubbery need to be trimmed more 

often Bridges need repairing (rotted and missing boards) 
The path is overgrown with shrubbery, the concrete is in horrible shape. The bridges are also falling apart. It's unsafe. 
There are a few cracks/uneven areas. Some areas have some drainage areas 
Fairly safe 
Does not feel like a place I want to walk by myself. I only go if someone is with me. 
 

On a scale of one (poor) to five (excellent) do you find this recreational facility to be clean and well-maintained?  
3 One Star 
3 Two Stars 
11 Three Stars 
12 Four Stars 
4 Five Stars 

 

Please comment on the cleanliness and maintenance of this facility:  
A couple areas are in dire need of cement/ashphalt replacement 
Clean 
Compared to other rail trails, it seems pretty clean along the trail with the exception of the copious amount of dog poop people 
leave along the side of the trail from October to May each year.  
I’ve always dirty. Too many bugs. 
More trash cans 
Older trails need attention . Other bike paths in the area ate in much better condition. The path heading to Willard Rd is the best 
part of the trail.  
On a scale of 1 to 5 I give it a 2 
Path needs brush cut back and concrete replaced or repaired.  
Pretty good  
Some continuously muddy sections are slippery 
tall grass/weeds need to be cut more frequently  
The amount of garbage people leave on the paths is ridiculous and the pathways are unsafe in most areas. They need a clean up 
and patching. 
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usually clean, but obviously the sidewalks are in rough shape 
Walkes need to be replaced sometimes 
We live right next to the bike path. It is well maintained and a great place to take a walk or take my family on a bike ride. There 
are dog waste bag/stations along the path which makes a huge difference in upkeep, I'm sure!  
Well done! 

 

Does this facility meet your leisure and/or recreational needs:  
26 Yes 
4 No 
2 N/A 

 

Please comment on what could be improved or added to meet your needs at this facility: 
Add an outdoor exercise station in area of old Clio park pool.  Something that could be used for push-ups, dips, step ups...  Grand 
Blanc just added a fitness court. 
Clean it up and fix what needs done 
Extend trail along railroad tracks towards Birch Run.  
Blow the Leaves off the trail once per week 
Extending to Birch Run 
Fixing the cracks and uneven pavement is always a significant improvement. I appreciate the significant repairs that have been 
made in recent years. An occasional police patrol along the path is something my wife has hoped to see.  
Hire a seasonal worker to maintain it in the summer and police presence would be great 
I mostly only use the "rail trail" bike path. The city bike path seems to have a lot of broken cement. I'd like to see that fixed. 
I would love there to be a picnic table located on the north side of the path closer to Willard road!  
lighting on most populated sections, flood control measures, spraying for mosquitos in summer 
More parking 
more security, improve the conditions of trail , replace missing stop signs that have been gone for several years  
Need one or two parking spaces at Farrand Rd. Bike path location. 
Occasional benches along the way.  
Outhouse on northern part of trail 
Poorly maintained 
Providing more trash cans throughout the path. I pick up trash when out on my walks, maybe having more cans would help people 
to litter less 
See above 
Pet owners need to be encouraged to keep their dogs on a leash and to pick up their poop 
Takeva look at some of the other trails in the area. Southern Links, Flushing River trail  
The community will need an announcement about if a bike path will be/can be installed, connecting the new elementary school 
to the city bike path.  
Treat the stagnate water along the sides for mosquitos  

 

Please provide additonal comments/recommendations you would like to list about this particular recreational facility:  
Great community asset 
I appreciate the trails and how extensive they are!  
I want to reiterate my appreciation for the work that has been done. Several of the more dangerous spots have been repaired and 
the ever persistent drainage issues along the low lying sections of the trail have been improved. Thank you for investing in those 
repairs.  
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I have walked, run, and ridden the Clio bike path for I think around 22 years. As a resident of Clio, I think it is one of the gems of our 
community. I am grateful for any investment you put into maintaining, improving, or extending the trail.  
I would like to see Clio uave a dog park in the main part of the park. 
its nice thank you  
Our bike path and our city park is one of the biggest draws clio has to offer our residents and it could use improvements  
Start a friends of the Clio Bike path group to get more ideas.  
They need to fix the concrete on the bike path 
Whatever the Business Authority is doing, priority number 1 should be addressing the closed K-Mart. "Not much we can do because 
of who owns it." or other preconditional answers are not an answer. It must be addressed immediately.  
It's the first red flag I see when pulling off the exit, when I moved here 2 years ago. 
Wish the rail trail bike path could be extended beyond Willard Road, but I realize that is another county/jurisdiction. 
You have done an excellent job of creating and maintaining the bike path. 
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Bridge Park:  
 

How often do you visit: 
1 Daily 
0 A few times a week 
3 A few times a month 
4 A few times a season 
0 Never 

 

Why do you visit this recreational facility?  
3 Relaxation 
0 Exercise 
4 A place to take Children 
0 Meet with Friends 
5 Nature/Wildlife Viewing 
1 Events, Occasions, Reunions 
0 Other 

 

One a scale of one (poor) to five (excellent) do you find this recreational facility a safe and comfortable environment? 
0 One Star 
0 Two Stars 
1 Three Stars 
3 Four Stars 
4 Five Stars 

 

Comments on the safety and comfort of this facility:  
Entering and exiting the parking lot. 
Visible and well attended  

 

On a scale of one (poor) to five (excellent) do you find this recreational facility to be clean and well-maintained?  
0 One Star 
0 Two Stars 
0 Three Stars 
3 Four Stars 
5 Five Stars 

 

Please comment on the cleanliness and maintenance of this facility:  
Better now that it’s been updated 
Cleaned regularly  

 
 

Does this facility meet your leisure and/or recreational needs:  
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6 Yes 
2 No 
0 N/A 

 

Please comment on what could be improved or added to meet your needs at this facility: 
Wish had more things for kids to play or have another park in the area for kids to play 
restroom needed 
More playground items for children  
Porta potty  

 

Please provide additional comments/recommendations you would like to list about this particular recreational facility:  
Have a bathroom! 
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Buell Lake Park  
 

How often do you visit: 
0 Daily 
4 A few times a week 
4 A few times a month 
9 A few times a season 
0 Never 

 

Why do you visit this recreational facility?  
7 Relaxation 
9 Exercise 
3 A place to take Children 
1 Meet with Friends 
6 Nature/Wildlife Viewing 
3 Events, Occasions, Reunions 
3 Other 
  Other: Kayaking; Kayak and Fishing; Fishing 

 

One a scale of one (poor) to five (excellent) do you find this recreational facility a safe and comfortable environment? 
0 One Star 
1 Two Stars 
2 Three Stars 
5 Four Stars 
10 Five Stars 

 

Comments on the safety and comfort of this facility:  
This is a good example of the broken window theory.  Things don't get fixed and people begin breaking more things around it.  
Places on the park/trail trail get so bad it invites people to do criminal activities.  We see lots of drug paraphernal along trail.    
Safe most of the time but believe some shady drug use and dealings takes place 
Never have had an issue or concern during all the times we go up there.  
I have never had a safety issue in all the years I’ve been there. 

 

On a scale of one (poor) to five (excellent) do you find this recreational facility to be clean and well-maintained?  
0 One Star 
2 Two Stars 
0 Three Stars 
7 Four Stars 
9 Five Stars 

 
 
 
 



 

Page 48 of 57 

CLIO AREA PARKS AND RECREATION | 5-YEAR BUSINESS PLAN | 2024-2028 

Please comment on the cleanliness and maintenance of this facility:  
It needs repairs and spray paint to be covered up. 
For the most part, yes, but by the fishing docks there’s a lot of trash in the water.  
We love having the bathrooms close to where the kids play. The ability to launch a kayak is so simple. It’s 
well maintained and clean    
    

Does this facility meet your leisure and/or recreational needs:  
16 Yes 
2 No 
0 N/A 
    

Please comment on what could be improved or added to meet your needs at this facility: 
Was very disappointed they removed all the swings from back of park, and didn't replace with anything. 
use it for exercise 
Add more lake fish. 
A kayak launch would be nice, along with a potential trash clean up in the weeds near the fishing dock.  
Updated playground facilities  
picnic tables are getting old and scruffy looking, Lovely area. 
Lighting for when it gets dark  
    
    

Please provide additional comments/recommendations you would like to list about this particular recreational facility:  
You need a hotline to report vandalism along the trail and a better marking system of where you are at.  I would bet everyone 
on the trail carries their phone and could report vandalism as it is taking place.      
We really enjoy living close to this park to walk our dog or go kayaking.  
With all the available land, it would be nice to have Pickleball courts available  
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Veterans' Park 

How often do you visit: 
0 Daily 
0 A few times a week 
1 A few times a month 
1 A few times a season 
0 Never 
    

Why do you visit this recreational facility?  
1 Relaxation 
0 Exercise 
0 A place to take Children 
0 Meet with Friends 
0 Nature/Wildlife Viewing 
0 Events, Occasions, Reunions 
1 Other 
  Other: Remembrance & Respect 
    

One a scale of one (poor) to five (excellent) do you find this recreational facility a safe and comfortable environment? 
0 One Star 
0 Two Stars 
0 Three Stars 
0 Four Stars 
2 Five Stars 
    

Comments on the safety and comfort of this facility:  

 
  

On a scale of one (poor) to five (excellent) do you find this recreational facility to be clean and well-maintained?  
0 One Star 
0 Two Stars 
0 Three Stars 
1 Four Stars 
1 Five Stars 
    

Please comment on the cleanliness and maintenance of this facility:  
Someone needs to do watering of the beautiful plants. 
    

Does this facility meet your leisure and/or recreational needs:  
0 Yes 
0 No 
2 N/A 
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Please comment on what could be improved or added to meet your needs at this facility: 
    

Please provide additional comments/recommendations you would like to list about this particular recreational facility:  

Disc Golf Park  

    

How often do you visit: 
0 Daily 
0 A few times a week 
1 A few times a month 
0 A few times a season 
0 Never 
    

Why do you visit this recreational facility?  
1 Relaxation 
1 Exercise 
0 A place to take Children 
0 Meet with Friends 
0 Nature/Wildlife Viewing 
0 Events, Occasions, Reunions 
0 Other 
    
    

One a scale of one (poor) to five (excellent) do you find this recreational facility a safe and comfortable environment? 
0 One Star 
0 Two Stars 
0 Three Stars 
1 Four Stars 
0 Five Stars 
    

Comments on the safety and comfort of this facility:  
Walking trails need a bit of work as there are stumps from trees that catch your feet. beautiful though! 
    
On a scale of one (poor) to five (excellent) do you find this recreational facility to be clean and well-
maintained?  
0 One Star 
0 Two Stars 
0 Three Stars 
1 Four Stars 
0 Five Stars 
    

Please comment on the cleanliness and maintenance of this facility:  
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Does this facility meet your leisure and/or recreational needs:  
1 Yes 
0 No 
0 N/A 
    

Please comment on what could be improved or added to meet your needs at this facility: 
Benches for sitting and clearing trails better  
    

Please provide additional comments/recommendations you would like to list about this particular recreational facility:  
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Other    
(The Mounds) 

    

How often do you visit: 
0 Daily 
0 A few times a week 
0 A few times a month 
1 A few times a season 
0 Never 
    

Why do you visit this recreational facility?  
0 Relaxation 
0 Exercise 
0 A place to take Children 
1 Meet with Friends 
0 Nature/Wildlife Viewing 
0 Events, Occasions, Reunions 
0 Other 
    

   

One a scale of one (poor) to five (excellent) do you find this recreational facility a safe and comfortable environment? 
0 One Star 
0 Two Stars 
1 Three Stars 
0 Four Stars 
0 Five Stars 
    

Comments on the safety and comfort of this facility:  
Make some one way trails..  
    

On a scale of one (poor) to five (excellent) do you find this recreational facility to be clean and well-maintained?  
0 One Star 
0 Two Stars 
1 Three Stars 
0 Four Stars 
0 Five Stars 
    

Please comment on the cleanliness and maintenance of this facility:  
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Does this facility meet your leisure and/or recreational needs:  
1 Yes 
0 No 
0 N/A 
    

Please comment on what could be improved or added to meet your needs at this facility: 
Benches for sitting and clearing trails better  
    

Please provide additional comments/recommendations you would like to list about this particular recreational facility:  
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Appendix A:  Facility Locations
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Clio Area Parks and Recreation Facilities Inventory – City of Clio 
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Clio Area Parks and Recreation Facilities Inventory – Thetford Township and Vienna Township 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Thetford Township Hall 
2 Clio Sports Complex 
3 Bridge Park at Linden Road 
4 Tufford Park  
5 Clio Intermediate School 
6 Clio Middle School 
7 Clio High School 
8 Clio Elementary School 

 



 

Page 57 of 57 

CLIO AREA PARKS AND RECREATION | 5-YEAR BUSINESS PLAN | 2024-2028 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix B:  Adoption Documentation 


